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Course Description 
This course is designed to introduce teacher candidates to art education curriculum and 
pedagogical practices for the secondary level. Through readings, discussions, seminars, 
pedagogical workshops and studio practice, different models and philosophies of art 
teaching and learning will be examined and elaborated. Attention will be paid to the 
implications of each approach for what gets taught in schools, when, where and by whom. 
In addition, the course will provide an introduction the BC Art Curriculum. Opportunities 
to create, design, and perform art curriculum are provided throughout the course. 
Instruction is informed by the following three principles, which are elaborated in the 
course aims below: art and education theory, practice and application. Underpinning all 
aspects of the course is the commitment to what it means to live as an 
Artist/Researcher/Teacher. Underpinning this course is a commitment to the following 
principles: inquiry, social justice and diversity; aboriginality; and new technologies  
 
Course Aims and Objectives 
This course aims to: 
• Develop teacher candidates’ capacities to design, implement, and evaluate art 

learning and teaching opportunities at the secondary level  
• Engage students in thinking pedagogically in and through art. 
• Introduce teachers candidates to different models and philosophies of art teaching and 

learning, while paying attention to the implications of each approach for what gets 
taught in schools, when, where and by whom. 

• Develop capacities to think of art education as a form of inquiry and action 
 
 
Course Requirements: 
Teacher candidates participate in studio sessions, pedagogical workshops and seminars 
that relate to adolescents' artistic production (creating, perceiving and responding to art) 
and practices of art teaching and learning at the secondary level. The seminar component 
of the class will involve a discussion of assigned readings. Linking seminar topics with 
studio art making practices and pedagogical workshops is a core principle of this course. 
Inquiry will be supported through personal and collective art making, unit and lesson 
planning, visual and textual reflection, and readings from the field of art education. 
Teacher candidates are expected to attend all classes, read all assigned reading (which 
involves taking notes that will enable participation in class), and participate in studio 
workshops, class discussion, debates, and visual inquiry projects. 
 
Readings and Textbook 
The textbook and reading material for this course includes the following:  



• Irwin, R., Grauer, K., & Emme, M. (2007) (Eds.), Revisions: Readings in Canadian 
Art Teacher Education. Toronto, Ontario: Canadian Society for Education through 
Art.   
 

• Visual Arts 8 to 10 Integrated Resource Package- 
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/irp_fa.htm  
 

• In addition to the textbook, other readings will be assigned. All readings are available 
through the UBC Library 

 
Assessment and Assignments 
 
Visual Journal/ Portfolio  
This assignment is meant to address continued learning for both personal and 
professional growth.  Teacher candidates may use whatever system for recording their 
ideas that they find the most useful- for example, they may wish to use a sketchbook; 
three ring binder; several books; one book. The format is not important, the content is! 
The assignment comprises three parts: 
 

1. Notes and Activities: 
In this section, teacher candidates are expected to display the notes and sample 
assignments that are part of each class. Wherever possible, ideas ought to be 
expressed visually as well as in writing. 
2. Reflections on Learning: 
This is a two part reflection and ought to be completed at the end of each class.  
Teacher candidates are asked to consider the ways in which the class content and 
structure add to their own personal growth, and to identify classroom applications or 
extensions that would be appropriate at the grade level that they are planning to teach 
3. In class presentations: 
Teacher candidates will be expected to prepare and present short lesson plans and 
related assignments for particular aspects of the art curriculum.  Lesson plans and 
reflections are to be included in this segment of your visual journal. 
 

The journal will be assessed at mid term (formative) and at the end of the term 
(summative). 
 
Unit Plan Assignment  
Teacher candidates are required to develop a unit plan, which ought to include the 
following:  
• 6-10 Lessons relating some aspect of Visual Arts 8 to 10 curriculum at a specific 

grade level. 
• An understanding of how to teach art so that creating/communicating, 

perceiving/responding are developed through the use of: 
o Context- relationship to big ideas in art 
o Image development strategies,  
o Elements and principles of design, where appropriate 



o Specific techniques and materials. 
o Appropriate examples of artists work and practices to accompany the unit. 
o Appropriate and suggested assessment/evaluation and instructional strategies. 
o A short rationale for the inclusion of the chosen topic at the particular grade 

level. 
 
Unit plan ought to be designed with the view that they will be used during practicum. 
The Unit plan is submitted at the end of term. In addition, unit plans are presented 
orally to class members during class time 
 

Class discussion and participation – reading responses and web site postings –  
 
 

UNIT 1 

Topic Artists/ Researchers/ Teachers: 
The journey to teaching art 

Guiding Questions What do you identify as the key factors that encouraged 
you to become an art educator and that will shape your 

becoming over time? 

How might we think in more complex ways about art as 
pedagogy so that we can foster art as a pedagogical force 

in society  

Readings - Aguirre, Peio (2010) Education with innovations: 
beyond Art-Pedagogical projects. In P. O’Neill and M. 
Wilson (Eds.), Curating and the Educational Turn, 
(pp. 174-185). London: Open Editions. 

- Grauer, K. (2007) “Walking the Talk: The Challenge 
of Pedagogical Content in Teacher Education. In R. 
Irwin, K. Grauer, & M. Emme, (2007) (Eds.), 
Revisions: Readings in Canadian Art Teacher 
Education. Toronto, Ontario: Canadian Society for 
Education through Art.   

- Pearse, H. (2007), Sketchbooks/Workbooks/Journals: 
All in a Days Work. In R. Irwin, K. Grauer, & M. 
Emme, (2007) (Eds.), Revisions: Readings in 
Canadian Art Teacher Education. Toronto, Ontario: 
Canadian Society for Education through Art. 

- Podesva, K.L. (2007).  A pedagogical turn: Brief notes 
on education as art. Fillip, 6. 

- Rogoff, I. (2008).  Turning. In P. O’Neill and M. 
Wilson (Eds.), Curating and the Educational Turn. 
London: Open Editions. 



UNIT 2 

Topic ‘Visions and Versions of Art Education’ 

Guiding Question What currently constitutes art knowledge in art education 
curriculum at the secondary level, and what practices best 
promote the development and growth of such knowledge? 

Readings - Atkinson, Dennis. (2006). School Art Education: 
Mourning the Past and Opening a Future. International 
Journal of Art & Design Education, 25, 1,16-27. 

- Desai, D. & Chalmers, G. (2007). Notes for a dialogue 
in art education in critical times. Art Education. 60 (5), 
6-11. 

- Duncum, Paul. (1997). Art Education for New Times. 
Studies in Art Education, 38, 2, 69-79. 

- Dobbs, Stephen. (2004). Discipline Based Arts 
Education. In E. Eisner & M. Day (Eds) (2004). 
Handbook of Research and Policy in Art Education. 
New Jersey: Lawerence Erlbaum Associates 
Publishers. 

- Downing, Dick. (2005). School Art: What's in it? The 
International Journal of Art & Design Education, 24.3, 
269-276 

- Duncum, Paul. (2010) Seven Principles for Visual 
Culture Education. Art Education, 63, 1, 6-10 

- Eisner, Elliott. (2002). Visions and Versions of Arts 
Education (Chapter 2). In The Arts and the Creation of 
Mind. New Haven: Yale University Press. 

- Irwin, R., and Chalmers, F. G. (2007) Experiencing the 
Visual and Visualizing Experience. In L. Bresler (Ed.), 
International Handbook of Research in Arts 
Education. The Netherlands: Springer. 

- O’Donoghue, D. (2011). Art Education for our Time: 
Promoting Education Over Conservatism. In K. 
Grauer, R. Irwin, and M. Emme (Eds.), StARTing 
With . . ., Third Edition, Toronto, Ontario: Canadian 
Society for Education 

- Rogoff, I. (2002).  Studying visual culture.  In N. 
Mirzoeff (Ed.) The visual culture reader, second 
edition (pp.24-‐36). New York: Routledge. 

- Stankiewicz, M.A. (2000). Discipline and the Future of 
Art Education, Studies in Art Education, 41, 4, 301-
313. 



- Zuk, Bill & Dalton, Robert (2011). First Nations art 
and culture: Tradition and innovation. In K. Grauer, R. 
Irwin, and M. Emme (Eds.), StARTing With . . ., Third 
Edition, Toronto, Ontario: Canadian Society for 
Education 

UNIT 3 

Topic Art Curriculum and Pedagogy, Planning and Instruction 

Guiding Question What informs the decisions that we make about creating 
the conditions for art learning in our classrooms? 
 

Readings - Blakie, F. (2007) Strategies for high school studio art 
teaching and assessment in Canada. In R. Irwin, K. 
Grauer, & M. Emme, (2007) (Eds.), Revisions: 
Readings in Canadian Art Teacher Education. 
Toronto, Ontario: Canadian Society for Education 
through Art. 

- Dalton, B. & Zuk, B.  (2007). Expanding our Vision of 
Image Development. In R. Irwin, K. Grauer, & M. 
Emme, (2007) (Eds.), Revisions: Readings in 
Canadian Art Teacher Education. Toronto, Ontario: 
Canadian Society for Education through Art. 

- Ellsworth, E. (2008).  The materiality of pedagogy.  In 
Places of learning: Media, architecture, pedagogy.  
New York: Routledge.  15-36. 

- Gude, O. (2007). Principles of possibility: 
Considerations for a 21st-century art & culture 
curriculum. Art Education, 60 (1), 6-17. 

- Hall, J. (2010).  Making art, teaching art, learning art: 
Exploring the concept of the Artist Teacher.  Journal 
of Art & Design Education, 29, 2, 103-110. 

- White, B. (2007). Aesthetics, The problem Child of the 
Art Curriculum. In R. Irwin, K. Grauer, & M. Emme, 
(2007) (Eds.), Revisions: Readings in Canadian Art 
Teacher Education. Toronto, Ontario: Canadian 
Society for Education through Art. 

- Visual Arts IRP, Prescribed Learning Outcomes: 
Image development, Micro plan 

- Visual Arts IRP- 
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/irp_fa.htm 

- Wiebe Zederayko, M. (2007).  Assessment for learning 
in art. In R. Irwin, K. Grauer, & M. Emme, (2007) 
(Eds.), Revisions: Readings in Canadian Art Teacher 



Education. Toronto, Ontario: Canadian Society for 
Education through Art. 

 
 
 


